July 4, 2015
Victory Everlasting Gospel Church
“What Must I Do to Be Saved?”  
The title of today’s sermon is: “What Must I Do to Be Saved?”  Part 3 Some quotes come from the book “Steps to Christ” by E.G. White
Let us pray …
Over the last two Sabbaths in which we studied this subject, we learned what we knew by experience, that a sinner is not naturally drawn to Christ. He or she must first feel the need of Christ. The heart must be in a condition so that it can be responsive to the drawing power of God’s Holy Spirit, which leads the sinner to: “REPENTANCE,” and that includes a godly sorrow for sin plus a turning away from it. 
The second step on the path to salvation we discussed is “CONFESSION.” 1 John 1:9 assures us that our sins are forgiven. The third step is “CONSECRATION,” followed by “FAITH and ACCEPTANCE.” And finally the last step we looked at last Sabbath was “THE TEST OF DISIPLESHIP.” This week we want to discuss a most important condition to salvation and that is BAPTISM.

Some have asked, “Is baptism really essential?” In Mark 16:16 we read the words of Jesus when He said, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” There is only one acceptable method of baptism according to Ephesians 4:5 “One Lord, one faith, one baptism.” 
Jesus our example in all things was baptized by immersion in Mark 1:9, 10 “And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in Jordan. And straightway coming up out of the water.”

It is important that a person know what to do to prepare for baptism? A person must first meet three simple things prior to baptism: 
Step 1. They must learn God’s requirements. Matthew 28:19, 20 “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” Now note that Jesus twice emphasized teaching and the importance that they observe all things. Often people are baptized too soon, still possessing the carnal nature, and so they go into the water a dry sinner and come up a wet sinner.

Step 2. Believe the truth of God’s Word. Mark 16:16 “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, …” 
Step 3. Repent of and turn away from his sins and experience conversion. Acts 2:38 “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, …” Acts 3:19 “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, …”

A question is asked, how soon should a person be baptized? Philip, a deacon and leader in the early church, baptized the treasurer of Ethiopia by immersion, according to Acts 8:38, 39. “And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.  And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing.” However, according to verses 30-35, Philip first spent time teaching the man prior to baptism. Baptism is an urgent matter for a converted sinner as we read in Acts 22:16 “And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” But baptism should never be entered into prematurely. 

Baptism is a public testimony that the repentant sinner has been forgiven and cleansed by Jesus and that his sinful, traitorous past is buried in the watery grave.

When a person is ready, they should not delay baptism thinking that he or she must be sure they will never slip and fall; for that is like saying a baby should never try to walk until certain that he will never slip and fall. A new Christian is a new-born babe in Christ. This is why the conversion experience is called the “new birth.” The ugly sinful past no longer exists for a child of God, as that past has been forgiven and forgotten by God. God judges us on our attitude and the trend of our life, rather than on a few slips and falls we may experience as immature Christians. 

All this understood, then the question is, just how long should it take to prepare for baptism? Well that depends on the person. Some grasp things more quickly than others, but in most cases, preparation can be made in short order. Conversion is the key. At conversion, God forgives and forgets our past; God miraculously transforms us into spiritual beings; God adopts us as His own sons and daughters. Certainly no truly converted person would want to delay baptism, which in effect publicly pays tribute to Jesus for working all these miracles in our lives. 

After baptism comes the next important and necessary step,
“GROWING UP INTO CHRIST”
Those who are just converted to Christ are, "as new-born babes," (1 Peter 2:2) to "grow up" (Ephesians 4:15) to the stature of men and women in Christ Jesus. It is only through the life which God Himself has imparted, that either plant or animal can live. So it is only through the life from God that spiritual life is begotten in the hearts of men. Unless a man is "born from above," (John 3:3) he cannot become a partaker of the life which Christ came to give. 


Jesus said in John 15:4, 5, "Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in Me. . . . Without Me ye can do nothing." You are just as dependent upon Christ, in order to live a holy life, as is the branch upon the parent stock for growth and fruitfulness. Apart from Him you have no life. You have no power to resist temptation or to grow in grace and holiness. Abiding in Him, you may flourish. Drawing your life from Him, you will not wither nor be fruitless.


Our growth in grace, our joy, our usefulness,--all depend upon our union with Christ. It is by communion with Him, daily, hourly,--by abiding in Him, --that we are to grow in grace. It is Christ first and last and always. He is to be with us from new birth to the grave and every step of the way.


By faith you became Christ's, and by faith you are to grow up in Him. You are to give your all; your heart, your will, and your service. Christ must abide in your heart, to be your strength, your righteousness, your everlasting helper, and to give you power to obey.


Your weakness is to be united to His strength, your ignorance to His wisdom, your frailty to His enduring might. So you are not to look to yourself, not to let the mind dwell upon self, but always looking to Christ. Your mind must dwell upon His love; upon the beauty and the perfection of His character. Christ in His self-denial, Christ in His humiliation, Christ in His purity and holiness, Christ in His matchless love --this is the subject for the soul's contemplation. It is by loving Him, copying Him, depending wholly upon Him, that you are to be transformed into His likeness.


We should not make self the center and indulge anxiety and fear as to whether we shall be saved. All this turns the soul away from the Source of our strength. Commit the keeping of your soul to God, and trust in Him. Talk and think of Jesus. Let self be lost in Him. Put away all doubt; dismiss your fears and say with the apostle Paul, in Galatians 2:20, "I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me." 


We have to remember, the disciples were men "subject to like passions as we are." James 5:17. They had the same battle with sin to fight that we do, therefore they needed the same grace, in order to live a holy life.


When Christ abides in the heart, the whole nature is transformed. Christ's Spirit and His love softens the heart and subdues the soul, and raises the thoughts and desires toward God and heaven.


The evidence in the Christian life will be found in the next step:
“WORKING FOR CHRIST”
Wherever the life of God is in the hearts of men, it will flow out to others in love and blessing.  Love to Jesus will be manifested in a desire to work as He worked for the blessing and uplifting of humanity. It will lead to love, tenderness, and sympathy toward all the creatures of our heavenly Father's care.

     The Saviour's life on earth was not a life of ease and devotion to Himself, but He toiled with persistent, earnest, untiring effort for the salvation of lost mankind. From the manger to Calvary He followed the path of self-denial and sought not to be released from arduous tasks, painful travels and exhausting care and labor. He said, "The Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many." Matthew 20:28.


So those who are the partakers of the grace of Christ will be ready to make any sacrifice that others for whom He died may share the heavenly gift. This spirit is the sure outgrowth of a soul truly converted. No sooner does one come to Christ than there is born in his heart a desire to make known to others what a precious friend he has found in Jesus; the saving and sanctifying truth cannot be shut up in his or her heart. If we are clothed with the righteousness of Christ and are filled with the joy of His indwelling Spirit, we shall not be able to hold our peace.


The spirit of unselfish labor for others gives depth, stability, and Christlike loveliness to the character, and brings peace and happiness to its possessor. There is no room for selfishness. Those who exercise the Christian graces will grow and will become strong to work for God. They will have clear spiritual perceptions, a steady, growing faith, and an increased power in prayer. Those who devote themselves to unselfish effort for the good of others are most surely working out their own salvation.

The church of Christ is God's appointed agency for the salvation of mankind. Its mission is to carry the gospel to the world. And the obligation rests upon all Christians. Everyone, to the extent of his talent and opportunity, is to fulfill the Savior's commission. The love of Christ, revealed to us, makes us debtors to all who do not know Him. God has given us light, not for ourselves alone, but to shed upon them. Our next step is to have a rock solid:
“KNOWLEDGE OF GOD”
The Bible was not written just for the scholar; on the contrary, it was designed for the common people. There is nothing more calculated to strengthen the intellect than the study of the Scriptures. No other book is so potent to elevate the thoughts, to give vigor to the faculties, as the broad, ennobling truths of the Bible. If God's word were studied as it should be, men and women would have a breadth of mind, a nobility of character, and a stability of purpose rarely seen in these times.


We cannot obtain wisdom without earnest attention and prayerful study. Some portions of Scripture are indeed too plain to be misunderstood, but there are others whose meaning does not lie on the surface to be seen at a glance. Scripture must be compared with scripture, Isaiah 28:10, 13. There must be careful research and prayerful reflection. And such study will be richly repaid.


And never should the Bible be studied without prayer. Before opening its pages we should ask for the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit, and it will be given. The Spirit of truth is the only effectual teacher of divine truth. How must God esteem the human race, that He appoints His Spirit to be man's teacher and continual guide! 

And in all of these steps to salvation, we should never overlook:

“THE NECESSITY and the PRIVILEGE OF PRAYER”
Prayer is the opening of the heart to God as to a friend. Prayer does not bring God down to us, but brings us up to Him. When Jesus was upon the earth, He taught His disciples how to pray. He directed them to present their daily needs before God, and to cast all their care upon Him. And the assurance He gave them that their petitions should be heard, is assurance also to us. 
     
Jesus Himself, while He dwelt among men, was often in prayer. Our Saviour identified Himself with our needs and weakness, in that He became a suppliant, a petitioner, seeking from His Father fresh supplies of strength, that He might come forth braced for duty and trial. He is our example in all things. He is a brother in our infirmities, "in all points tempted like as we are;" but as the sinless One, His nature recoiled from evil; He endured struggles and torture of soul in a world of sin. His humanity made prayer a necessity and a privilege. He found comfort and joy in communion with His Father. And if the Savior of men, the Son of God, felt the need of prayer, how much more should feeble, sinful mortals feel the necessity of fervent, constant prayer. Prayer is the key in the hand of faith to unlock heaven's storehouse, where are treasured the boundless resources of Omnipotence.


Without unceasing prayer and diligent watching we are in danger of growing careless and of deviating from the right path. The adversary seeks continually to obstruct the way to the mercy seat, that we may not by earnest supplication and faith obtain grace and power to resist temptation.

     There are certain conditions upon which we may expect that God will hear and answer our prayers. One of the first of these is that we feel our need of help from Him. He has promised, "I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground." Isaiah 44:3. Those who hunger and thirst after righteousness, who long after God, may be sure that they will be filled. The heart must be open to the Spirit's influence, or God's blessing cannot be received.


If we regard iniquity in our hearts, if we cling to any known sin, the Lord will not hear us; but the prayer of the penitent, contrite soul is always accepted. When all known wrongs are righted, we may believe that God will answer our petitions. Our own merit will never commend us to the favor of God; it is the worthiness of Jesus that will save us, His blood that will cleanse us; yet we have a work to do in complying with the conditions of acceptance.


Another element of prevailing prayer is faith. "He that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him." Hebrews 11:6. Jesus said to His disciples, "What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them." Mark 11:24. So do we take Him at His word?  

     He is faithful who has promised. When we do not receive the very things we asked for, at the time we ask, we are still to believe that the Lord hears and that He will answer our prayers. We are so erring and short-sighted that we sometimes ask for things that would not be a blessing to us, and our heavenly Father in love answers our prayers by giving us that which will be for our highest good--that which we ourselves would desire if with vision divinely enlightened we could see all things as they really are. 


God often supplies our needs, but not always our wants. The scripture says, “…no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly.” Psalm 84:11


Perseverance in prayer has been made a condition of receiving. We must pray always if we would grow in faith and experience. We are to be "instant in prayer," Romans 12:12; to "continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving." Colossians 4:2. Peter exhorts believers to be "sober, and watch unto prayer." 1 Peter 4:7. Paul directs, "In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God." Philippians 4:6. "But ye, beloved," says Jude, "praying in the Holy Ghost, keep yourselves in the love of God." Jude 20, 21.


God is our tower of strength and Satan cannot overcome the one whose heart is thus stayed upon God. We may close every door to impure imaginings and unholy thoughts by lifting the soul into the presence of God through sincere prayer.


We may keep so near to God that in every unexpected trial our thoughts will turn to Him as naturally as the flower turns to the sun.       Keep your wants, your joys, your sorrows, your cares, and your fears before God. You cannot burden Him; you cannot weary Him.


We are the constant recipients of God's mercies, and yet how little gratitude we express, how little we praise Him for what He has done for us.


The Lord would have all His sons and daughters happy, peaceful, and obedient. I close with these words of Jesus in John 14:27 "My peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid." And in John 15:11 "These things have I spoken unto you, that My joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full." 
Shall we pray…
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